
into sustainable environments

ILLINOIS RESIDENTS FACE THESE ISSUES::

Air Pollution Chicago ranks in the top 25 worst cities for 
short term air pollution events.
Illinois is in the top 10 for asthma 
prevalence and emergency room visits for 
children. Childhood asthma has doubled in 
the U.S. in the last 20 years.
Prenatal exposure to higher levels of air 
pollution has been linked to ADHD. 

Loss of Diversity & Invasive Species 
In 1867, approximately 21 million acres of 
Illinois was covered in prairie. Today, only 
6,000 acres remain.

It is estimated that 90% of all living things in 
the Illinois River are Asian Carp. 

Urbanization & Tree Cover Loss 
Only 20% of American households have a 
park or recreation facility within 1/2 mile from 
their house.

The U.S. has lost 3 million hectares of tree 
cover since 1990 (Earth Policy Institute). The 
world has lost 135 million hectares. 

Chicago’s tree cover amounts to 11% of its 
total area. The national average for cities is 
27% and the recommended amount is 40% 
(Watt & Gunther, 2010).

TRANSFORMS YOUR COMMUNITY THROUGH UNLIMITED PARK AND 
RECREATION OUTLETS THAT LEAD TO SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENTS: 

PROTECTS       ACRES AND 
HABITAT FOR THESE ENDANGERED 
SPECIES 

Community park and recreation agencies in Illinois protect nearly 25,000 
acres of natural areas and manage nearly 3,000 miles of trails.

Illinois has 1.5 million acres of public land available for outdoor recreation. 
Of those lands, 15% are managed by county forest preserve and 
conservation districts and 10% are managed by community park and 
recreation agencies.

protects trees and habitats that provide 
cleaner air and temperature mitigation for our community.

Over a 50-year lifetime, a tree will generate $31,250 worth of oxygen, 
provides $62,000 worth of air pollution control, recycles $37,500 worth of 
water, and controls $31,250 worth of soil erosion.

The evaporation from a single large tree can produce the cooling effect of 
10 room-size air conditioners operating 24-hours per day. 

Trees save U.S. communities $400 billion dollars in storm water retention.

Approximately 84% of Illinoisans believed that more wildlife habitats should 
be protected and restored.
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